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RANGEVIEW REMAND CENTRE INMATES — FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL 

140. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Corrective Services: 

I refer to commitments the minister gave to the media yesterday, which were reported on ABC TV and 

elsewhere, to release the contract between Serco and the Department of Corrective Services over Rangeview 

prison.  

(1) Will the minister table that contract today; and, if not, why not? 

(2) Was a public–private cost comparator done on the Serco contract; and, if so, will the minister table it? 

(3) Will the minister also table all associated correspondence on this matter; and, if not, why not?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(1)–(3) I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. In the first instance, all the contracts with Serco 

for both the Acacia Prison arrangements and also for the court security and custodial services contract 

are tabled. That is a matter of course. The contract for the new young adults facility will be tabled. It 

was signed last week. 

Mr M. McGowan: When? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: In time. I will do that in my time frame, not the Leader of the Opposition’s, and consistent 

with —  

Mr M. McGowan: So public accountability does not matter.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely it matters, but I will do that consistent with how we have done all the other 

arrangements with the other contracts, including the court security and custodial services contract and the one for 

Acacia Prison. The member’s second question was about the cost comparator. Of course, with all arrangements 

we do a public–private sector comparator. That is an internal process for Treasury and within cabinet; we make 

decisions on where cabinet will put contracts and where it will not. The answer is: no, I will not table that. That 

is consistent with government practice and how we do business within government, so I am not stepping out of 

that space. The member is absolutely right; a public–private sector comparator is done to judge whether it is to 

the state’s benefit to use some private contractors.  

Mr R.H. Cook: Why don’t you be accountable?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: We are absolutely accountable. We have the contracts tabled. It is only a matter of getting 

on the website. It is interesting that the shadow minister, who is not here today, made the comment publicly that 

these contracts have not been tabled. That is rubbish. He has only to look on the website and it is all there and is 

open to the public. I assume that members have looked at the other ones there. 

Mr M. McGowan: Table it! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will table it in my time, not in the opposition’s time. It will be tabled and we are 

absolutely publicly accountable in how we do that. Consistent with other practice in government, we will not 

table the public–private sector comparator. That is part of the process within Treasury and within cabinet and the 

answer is: no, I will not table the information. If the member wants to seek that, a freedom of information 

process is available to him as it is to anybody else. 

 


